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TO  THE 


GHAIBMM  MD  IvIBlIBEI?S 
OP  THE 

rULVESTON  SUaAL  DISTaiGT  GOUNGIL 


ilr,  Ghairman  Ladies  and  Gentlenen, 


I beg  to  submit  my  He  port  on  the  health 
of  the  Dulverton  Hural  District  during  the  year  1955* 


Ministry  of  Health, 


The  headings  are  those  formulated  by  the 


(2) 


■ 1 

! 


"■I 

{■ 


■Jl 


■,'J 


Chairman  ; 


Col.  E.R.Clayton,  Northmoor , Dulverton, 


Vice  Chairman  : The  Ho n.iIrs.li.G. Herbert,  Pixton,  Dulverton. 


llr.  P.King, 

Hr .B. AoHobhouse . 
Mrs.T.Yandle , 
lir  .AcBoSmallridge , 

I'r  .I.J.Kemp, 
llr  .W.G. Bryant, 

Maj  .Gen.H.J  .Hayraan  Joyce, 
Mr,  C.Sweetland, 
i:Ir  s.IIcB.Bovill . 

Mr ,P. partridge. 


Brig:  AcEcSnow. 

I\Ir . HeSeHolman, 

Mr  .J .Hayes, 

Mr  ,P,T,Barr  ovj, 
ilr  .vV  .J.ToMarke , 
iir  .J  .Pichar  ds, 
ilr  ,D.G. Clapp, 

Capt,E...ii, Gibbs  RoN,  (Retd)  . 
Miss  B.lv, Abbot. 


Clerk  to  the  Council  E.W.Halse  Esqr.,  Solicitor, 

public  Health  Officers  for  the  District 

Dr.  G. Nicholson,  M.D*,  D.P.H, , P.R,G,S.,E  (Part  time  M.O.H.). 

District  MoO , and  Public  Vaccinator  • Dr  ,B*vV  .McKinney, 

Surveyor  and  S&nitary  Inspector  ; Mar  .H*.ii*Jew6ll  ,A,R,San.  Inst , , M, Public  Health 

Engineers , 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  ; Mr .R,J, Organ, Cert .R.S, Inst , 
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STATISTICS  ^ND  SOGIy^L  CONDITIOI^  OF  THS  AREA 


Area  in  acres  o,...  o..  78,159 

Population  1953  (estimated)  ,o o.  4,420 

Inhabitated  Houses  .o  1 ,37^ 

Number  of  inhabitated  houses  as  per  rate  books. 1,39^ 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers,... 1,39^ 

Sum  produced  bj'’  Id  r ate  £73 


SEECIAL__G0^ITI0N3  . 

Good.  The  vast  majority  of  the  inhabitants  are  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
and  appear  to  be  except ionadly  healthy  in  consequence. 

EXTRACT  FEOM  VITiij  STATISTIGS  FOS  1^5 


TOTAL 

Me 

P, 

Live  Births 

(Legitimate)  6l 

37 

24 

) Birth 

Live  Births 

(Illegitimate),. 3 

1 

2 

)Eate  = 

13.1 

Deaths ...... 

26 

22 

) Death 

Still  Births 

3 

Corrected  Death  Rato  = 
Corrected  Birth  Rate  = 15  .0 

3 

)Rate  = 

10.8 

DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  AGE  OF  OKE  YEAR 


TOTi^li  M. 

Legitimate 3 

Illegitimate  - - 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 vjceks  of  age..,,  3 

Deaths  from  Measles - - 

Deaths  from  V.hooping  Gough. - - 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)......  - - 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (infants  under  4 vks)  .-  “ 

Number  of  women  dying  of  or  in  consequence 
of  childbirth........... Nil 

I^EAT  AND  OTHER  FODDS 


See  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

There  arc  11  certified  T.T.  dairies  in  the  district  and  the  standard  of  the 
samples  obtained  from  them  have  been  sttisf actory , 

Samples  for  tubercle  bacilli,  were  taken  at  regular  intervals  from  different 
parts  of  the  district  and  all  were  found  free  from  infection. 

The  examination  of  milk  for  tubercle  bacilli  is  carried  out  rt  the  Gounty 
Laboratory, 


P. 

3. 

3. 


HJEVALENGE  fND  GONITROL  OVER  II^EGTIOUS  i ND  OTHER 

DISEf/SES 


During  1955  Dulver ton  District  had  cases  of  Notif i a bl?  D is ea.sG  other  than 
Tuberculosis . 


^CIKIONS 

TJaccinat ions  carried  out  by  the  M.0.H»  during  1955  “ Nil. 
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NOTIPI/iBLE  DISEASE  (OTBEB  THAN  TUBEHGULOSIS) 


Total  Cases  Gases  admitted  Deaths 

Notified  to  Hospitel, 


S mail  Pox o o o ...  o .... . 

Scarlet  Fever ............................. 

D ipther ia , 

Ifeasles ...................................  11 

puerperal  pyrexia.........................  - 

'hooping  Cough ............................  10 

Pneumonia ..................................  4 

Other  Diseases  notifiable  locally 
C hicken  Pox ...............................  - 

Erysipelas ................................  2 

iicute  Poliomyelitis .......................  - 

Dysentery. ................................  - 

Anthrax. - 

Deaths  from  Cancer:  Stomach  J , Breat  2,  other  regions  2,  Total  7. 

PHE^ENT  IQN_0P_BLI  I®NBS  S 


No  action  wss  taken. 


HOUS ING 

In  the  past  year  21  nevv  houses  have  been  completed  end  work  on  further  houses 
proceeds  at  a satisfactory  rate. 


GENiaAL  PaOVISION  OP  HE/.LTH  SEHVI'CES  IN  THE  /.SEA 


1 . Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  Nursing  is  provided  by  the  Somerset  District  Nursing  .Association.  There  is 
no  co-ordination  with  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

(b)  Horn:  Helps . 

All  home  help  services  are  controlled  by  the  Somerset  County  Council. 

It  operates  in  the  district  giving  attention  to  chronic  sick  and  maternity 
services  • 

The  staff  consists  of  four  visiting  women  and  occasionally  a resident  hore 
help  is  sent  in  special  oases. 

(c)  Infectious  Diseases. 

No  provision. 

2.  Midwives . 

None  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority.  Number  practising  in  the 
ares  - 6. 

3.  J^rr  emgeme nts  for  the  carrying  out  of  pathological  and  Bacteriological 
Investigations  5 Analysis  of  Foodstuffs  etc.,  arc  made  at  the  Sorxrset  County 
Laboratory, 

4.  Hospitals. 

There  ore  no  hospitals  of  any  description  within  the  area.  Hospital  accommodation 
for  Infectious  Diseases  - No  change. 

5 . Maternity  end  Nursing  Hone  s. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Nursing  Home  ivet  of  1927» 

6.  Gases  of  Maternal  Mortality  end  Puerperal  Pyrexia  are  investigated  by  the  County 
Author  ity , 

7.  Institutional  Provisions  for  the  caso  of  Mental  Defectives  - None  in  the  area. 

8.  Diptheria  Immunisations  and  Vaccinations  procedure  administered  by  the 
County  Council  and  carried  out  at  a clinic  or  by  the  local  doctors  at  their 
surgeries . 
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SiiWIT^y  GISCUMST^iNOES  OF  THE  JSE.A 


!•  VE.ter  Supply. 

To  deite  nine  of  the  largest  villages  hevc  a main  supply.  Samples  '."ere  taken 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  various  parishes  dujing  the  year  and  the  results  ^ 
these  are  sot  out  in  his  report. 

2,  Dr  ginago. 

Dulvcrton,  Brushford  and  Exford  have  modern  sewage  works, 

Winsford  and  Brompton  Hegis  will  be  sewered  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit, 

3 . Fivers  and  Streams  Pollution, 

No  action  was  considered  necessary, 

4,  Closet  Accommodation, 

Improvements  in  the  scattered  cottages  are  constantly  being  made  and  every 
encouragement  is  given  to  do  this.  Many  new  septic  tanks  ahve  been  installed 
during  the  ye  air. 

5 . S chools, 

Brompton  Regis,  Dulverton,  Eoeford,  Withypool,  Winsford  and  Brushford  are  the 
only  schools  having  flush  lavatories.  Exton  however,  has  a piped  water 
supply.  There  is  still  room  for  improvement  in  the  sanitary  ajrangenents 
to  the  remainder, 

6 • Public  Cleansing, 

See  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

7 • Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  A-rea, 

See  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report, 

8 , Eradication  of  Bedbugs, 

No  action  has  been  required  tp  to  the  present. 

TUEdRCULOSIS 


New  cases  during  19^^, 


Mortal!  ity 


Age 

Per  iods 

Pulmonary, 

, M.  P. 

Non-Pulmonair  y 0 

M.  P. 

Pulmonary . 

M.  P. 

No  n-Pu Imo  n rr  y . 

M,  P. 

1 

10 

- 

1 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

40 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55 

- 

V- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

70 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

“ 

2 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuber  culosis)  Regulations ,1952  - No  action. 
Public  Health  i^ct,  1925?  (Section  62)  . No  auction  taken. 


liy  thc.nks  are  due  to  Mr.  Jewell  for  his  assistamce  in  compiling  this 
Report  and  also  for  his  co-operation  throughout  the  ye  air , 

I have  the  honour  to  be , 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  NICHOLSON,  M.O.H* 
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S^NITifflY  INSEECTOH'S 


SEK)RT 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Culver  ton  Sural  District  Council 
Mr,  Chair  mam,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Eeport  from  the  1st  Janu.ary  to  the 
31st  December  1955  (inclusive),  in  accordance  with  Article  I9  (12)  of  the  Sanitary 

Officers  Order  ,1935* 

Th^;  Council  have  over  200  houses,  the  upkeep  of  which 
by  direct  labour  is  the  responsibility  of  this  department.  The  issue  of  stores 
for  this  work, together  with  the  continual  supervision  required , take  up  a good  deal  of 

your  officer o time.  Since  v/ork  on  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  ter  supplies 

and  distribution  is  dealt  with  similarly  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  do 
all  that  is  required  with  a staff  of  7 workmen,  especially  over  such  a scattered 
district  of  79000  acres,  work  of  refuse  collection,  which  covers  the  whole 

area  is  by  no  means  an  easy  one.  Collections  are  made  at  regular  intervals,  according 
to  the  needs  of  the  villages  and  the  refuse  disposed  of  at  the  Council's  incinerftor 
at  Dulverton,  The  amount  collected  tends  to  increase  , mainly  on  account  of  the  use 

of  tinned  amd  packet  foods.  All  tins  are  sorted  and  baled  in  an  electrically 

operated  press,  then  sold  as  salvage.  Here  again,  refuse  collection 

and  disposal  is  by  direct  labour  with  the  Council's  own  Refuse  vehicle.  Three  men  are 
employed  full  time  in  this  work  wihich  also  includes  attention  to  the  main  sewage  works 
at  IMilvcrton, 

During  the  year  a complete  survey  was  made  of  houses  in 
the  district  but  the  results  of  these  will  not  be  available  until  1956* 

TiX'  foregoing  is  only  part  of  the  many  and  varied  duties 
carried  out.  My  Staff  comprise  a qualified  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  and  a clerk. 


MJI5ANCSS  AND  CQMELiJNTS 


Defective  Cess  Pits 

Offensive  iocumulations . . . « . . . . . 

Poule-  d v‘/atercour  ses  o.. 

Dirty  Premises ..... ...  <,0.  c . 

Bad  or  suspecte  d vVater  Supply,.. 
Overcrowding, ....... ........... . 

Animals  kept  in  unfit  premises.. 
Defective  Sanitary  Conveniences. 
Housing  Complaints  .............. 

Miscellaneous ....... ...........  . 

Sewage  and  Drainage , 


TOTAL. 


5 

10 

1 

4 

18 

2 

. 7 
. 6 

. 71 
. 43 

207 


IPTSPECTION  AMD  SUIEBVISION  OP  POOD 
SUPPLIES 


Meat 

Prom  the  1st  July,  195'^  slaughtering  commenced  locally  and  two  slaughterhouses  were 
licensed  for  a period  of  throe  years  as  an  interim  measure, but  I am  of  the  opinion 
other  arrangements  should  be  Qiade  before  the  expiration  of  this  period  as  the  present 
facilities  are  very  much  below  the  standard  that  will  be  required.  Regular  inspections 
are  made. 

RECORD  OP  IMSEECi'IOIvB 

Routine  visits  , 206 

Occasional  slaughter ing  . 9 


Bov ine  s , 

Calve  s . 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

3 47 


LEiiT  FQ5  FUMAiN  CONSUMPTION 

Whole  carcases.  Fore  qrs.  Hind  qrs.  Head  . Liver . Lu  ngs . Heart . Spleen 

1 „ 5 _ _ " _ 

1 

1 - 2 - --  - 
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MILK  /JvID  DhiaiES 

The  inspection  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  is  now  the  roepon,..lhiin^ir  oi'  tHo  County 
.gricultural  Executive  Committee.  Under  grant  aided  schemes  water  supplies  ^.rc^  eing 

.mproved  at  a reasonable,  rato.  The  Le>oal  authority  are.,  “p 

.heir  byolaws  arc  complied  v,ith  in  all  nev,  building  nor k ooniiaotcd  v.ith  constalla 

ind  arc  always  ready  to  give  any  advice  in  this  connection. 

WATER  SUPPLY  _ _ . Tr.-o+ 

All  main  watcr^sch.me s^unde^^  ^fnagfs"Sw°Lve^^piped\a^^^  There  is 

:rau?o«?i;  hardening  plant  at  Hollam  Bulvcrton.« 

Vh:“rtor“f  r'^iSrin  P.H.  value  from  6.4  to  9.0.  C«cf 

;:o^3::rVro%^au:fvlo?or\^ur\"fn'rh:‘':or:ar2^  i::.ra"a:p;iy  except  in  ho  small 
sommunities  for  a short  period, 

SCnVhil'LrllNiG  Tx  ■ i • 4-  e-iT 

The  -’ouncil  make  regular  collections  of  house  refuse  throughout  the  District,  dl 
,f  vhlch  irtakL  to  a ctntral  incinerator  at  Dulverton  for  disposal. 

The  rate  of  progress  on  now  housing  has  been  satisfactory.  _ To  ^ ^ 

Local  authcrity  houses  have  been  completed  in  '''' 

average  price  per  d^^elling  for  local  authority  houses  wa.  £14IX) . 

SF.Wi.GE  DISPOSAL  aMD  DgjMjGl. 

.turf  Strtf  armirs^mrslo;  finSff  a^f Bfomf ofSTf 

are  regularly  attended  to  and  kept  in  good  order, 

TWPLGTIOUS  DISEASES  _ _ _ „ 

A.t  the  request  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Heailth,  enquiries  into  adl  cases  ol 

Infectious  Diseases  were  ait  once  ca:rricd  out. 


Vv'or  ks 


Number  of  premises  visited.. 
Number  of  rooms  disinfected. 


9 

6 


PREVENTION  Off  DMMaGE  BY  HTlSTS  ACT, 19*^9 »_ 

„..,s  r£usv.si:“  -Epiur  “ 

Sfufnt  ifvifirthpffftrffhcTctf  ould  f defeated  and  everything  is  done 
by  this  Authority  to  sec  this  is  carried  out. 

ilthongh  not  required  by  the  iot  to  service- 

expenaos  and  travelling.  Duelling  houses  MO  serviced  free  of  charge. 
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SUMI/J3Y  OF  IWSIEGTIOAB  FOS  THE 


Housing  Inspc-ctions  .,..o .....  o = o o..«. » 

Housing  re -inspections  ............................ 

Inspection  of  Moot  urad  other  Foods  

Factor ie  s and  Wor  kshops  

Infectious  Diseases  

Visits  in  connection  vvith  Nuist  nccs  & Complaints 

Visits  in  connection  's.ith  Rats  and  Mice  

1,'iscellaneoua  Visits 

Viator  Sampling  

V/ater  Supplies ,Sew^-ge  Disposal  etc.,  


1170 

187 

160 

7 

9 

397 

1506 

47 

40 

220 


3743 


GONQLUS  ION 

I desire  once  again  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman, 
Councillors  and  Medical  Officer  for  their  consideration  and  support  given 
to  me  during  the  past  year,  also  the  Clerk  end  his  staff  for  their 
oo-oper ation  in  the  v^ork  of  this  department. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HOFiiCE#  JEV®LL. 

Surveyor  and  Inspector. 


Dulverton, 

Somerset. 

January,  1956. 
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